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PREFACE 
CO87 is one of a series of conferences on Combinatorial Optimization which have 
been held in the United Kingdom: Previous conferences were CP77 at Liverpool, 
CO79 at East Anglia and CO81 at Stirling. CO87 was held at the University of 
Southampton from April 6.8, 1987. CO89 will take place at the University of Leeds 
in July 1989. 
CO87 attracted 67 participants from 16 different countries. A special effort to 
attract papers on applications of Combinatorial Optimization resulted in 
presentations on cryptography, practical applications of integer programming and 
telecommunications networks. Areas covered by other papers include assignment, 
covering, graph colouring, network design, polyhedral combinatorics, routing and 
scheduling. A total of 43 papers were presented at the conference. A major influence 
on the success of CO87 were the contributions of the invited speakers: Imre Barany 
(Mathematical Institute, Budapest, Hungary), Michael Dempster (Dalhousie Univer- 
sity, Canada and Oxford University, UK), Robert Jeroslow (Georgia Institute of 
Technology, USA), David Johnson (Bell Laboratories, USA), Alexander Schrijver 
(Tilburg University, Netherlands), Robert Simons (Scicon Ltd., UK), Michael 
Walker (Racal Research Ltd., UK) and Laurence Wolsey (CORE, Louvain-la- 
Neuve, Belgium). 
In the summer of 1988, Robert Jeroslow died suddenly and unexpectedly of a 
heart attack at the Mathematical Programming Symposium in Tokyo. His premature 
death will be a great loss to the subject. At CO87 he gave a splendid account of the 
newly emerging topic of Mixed Integer Programming Representability which he had 
played a major part in developing. He will be sorely missed as a friend and for his 
stimulating and intellectually deep input. 
This special issue of Discrete Applied Mathematics contains a selection of the 
papers presented at C087. The editors wish to thank all contributors for their work, 
the referees for their time and effort in helping to assess the suitability of papers 
for publication and Peter Hammer, the managing editor of Discrete Applied Mathe- 
matics, for his invaluable assistance. Financial support for CO87 by the London 
Mathematical Society, the Operational Research Society, the Royal Society and the 
Science and Engineering Research Council is gratefully acknowledged. 
